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RE: Community Guarantee for M10 motorway project in Russia

Prague, 2 August 2010

Dear Mr President,

I am writing you regarding the recent escalation in violence at Khimki 
Forest near Moscow, Russia which is connected to the construction of 
the M10 motorway.  This project is being considered for financing by 
the European Investment Bank under the Community Guarantee. 

In the past few weeks we have witnessed conflicts between peaceful 
demonstrators and the construction crews that were felling forest trees 
without the necessary permits. On the morning of July 22, members of 
civil society were attacked by scores of unidentified assailants wearing 
masks and white tee shirts. While protestors called the police to 
intervene, upon their arrival to the site the police chose instead chose 
not to interfere and eventually arrested local activists. Several of the 
activists were brutally beaten and injured. 

A week earlier forest defenders were arrested in relation to riots in 
front of the Khimki municipality in that they were neither organising, 
nor participating in. The arrested activists are being held on charges of 
starting a fire in the forest at a time when it was prohibited to do so – 
they did not do so. Currently the majority of the arrested activists are 
still waiting for court hearings.

The attacks on these protestors follow a blockade by the Movement to 
Defend Khimki Forest earlier this month, in response to the illegal 
felling of trees in the forest. There are estimates that nearly seven 
hectares have already been destroyed.

In light of these developments, I strongly believe that the European 
Investment Bank should immediately drop consideration for this 
project and that European Commission should not grant a Community 
Guarantee. Participation of the EU‘s institutions in such project will 
negetively influence their reputation and would legitimise the human 
rights violation we are now wittnessing in Khimki. 

Sincerely,

Mark Fodor
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