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24 November 2009 
 
Dear Mr Nychas, Mr Chiarion Casoni and Ms Hardeman, 
 

M10 Road PPP (km 15 - 58), Russia 
 
We are concerned to discover that the European Investment Bank is 
considering a loan for the Moscow to St. Petersburg motorway,1 as this 
project has been the subject of vigorous protests from local residents in 
Khimki near Moscow due to its unnecessary destruction of the valuable 
Khimki Forest.  
 
Khimki Forest Park is a protected natural area with rich wildlife including 
relic oak groves.  According to local people it is a natural habitat for elks, 
boars and other wild animals. It is almost the only wildlife area in this 
polluted and overpopulated region, and is of crucial importance to local 
people.  
 
It was only when preliminary survey work was carried out in the Khimki 
Forest Park in 2007 that most of Khimki’s population found out about the 
project. It sparked public outrage and mass protests and an informal 
public movement to defend Khimki Forest was formed. Some activists 
have been arrested and meetings and tent camps have been 
systematically attacked. In November 2008 one of the activists, local 
journalist Mikhail Beketov, was brutally beaten. As a result, Mikhail 
became seriously disabled; he is still treated in hospital. 
 
It is not only local people who are opposed to the proposed routing: The 
Director of Krasnogorsky Spetzleskhoz (local forestry commission) 
refused to sign a protocol on the chosen variant for this section and the 

                                                
1
 http://www.eib.org/projects/pipeline/2007/20070489.htm 



decision on the route through the Khimki Forest Park was in 2006 
officially protested by the Chief of the Moscow City Forest Department. 
The department was then the governmental body responsible for the use, 
conservation and protection of the city’s forests including Khimki Forest 
Park. Other bodies such as the Moscow Duma, Rosprirodnadzor (the 
state environmental inspectorate) and Moscow’s State Department for 
Conservation and Natural Resources have also criticized the plans to 
route the motorway through Khimki Forest. 
 
Given the likely damage caused by the project and the alarming 
attacks on those who are raising questions about the project, we ask 
the EC to request the EIB not to approve the project unless the route 
is changed, in consultation with local people, to avoid the 
destruction of the Khimki Forest. 
 
It is not sufficient to state, as the EIB does on its website, “However, with 
respect to lenders requirements some areas were identified which would 
benefit from further work, notably with regards to the extent of 
consultation that was carried out and the biodiversity assessment of the 
Kimkhi forest. Final management measures are to be agreed during 
appraisal.” Such matters must be properly assessed before the project is 
approved, as the approval gives a public signal that the EIB condones the 
project - a signal that is surely inappropriate given the dubious way in 
which the project has been developed. 
 
We would like to draw your attention to the fact that Environmental Impact 
Assessment is available only in Russian what raise justified concerns 
about the capacity of the Bank to analyze this Report. Therefore we 
would like to ask you to demand the bank to provide the EIA in the Bank’s 
working language in order to enable Commission and all interested 
stakeholders to review the document.  
 
We thank you for your time and look forward to seeing what action you 
now take. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Vladlena Martsynkevych 
CEE Bankwatch Network 
e-mail: vladlena@bankwatch.org 
http://www.bankwatch.org 


