Human Rights Watch ban kwatCh
350 Fifth Avenue, 34" Floor

HUMAN
New York, NY 10118-3299 netwo rk

Tel: +1-212-290-4700 RIGHTS
Fax: +1-212-736-1300; 917-591-3452

November 23, 2016 WATCH

Kenneth Roth, Executive Director

DEPUTY EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS

Michele Al der, Devel and Global Initiatit

Nicholas Dawes, Media Dr Werner Hoyer
lain Levine, Program

Chuck Lustig, Operations Pre S i d e n t

Bruno Stagno Ugarte, Advocacy

HRW.org

European Investment Bank
Emma Daly, Communications Director

Dinah PoKempner, General Counsel 1 O O Py B d Ko n rad Ad e n a u er

James Ross, Legal and Policy Director

DIVISION AND PROGRAM DIRECTORS L-2950 Luxembourg
Brad Adams, Asia Luxe m bO u I’g

Daniel Bekele, Africa

Maria McFarland Sénchez-Moreno, United States
Alison Parker, United States

José Miguel Vivanco, Americas

Sarah Leah Whitson, Middle East and North Africa Azerbaijan: Crackdown on Critics Undermines Sustainable Development

Hugh Williamson, Europe and Central Asia

Shantha Rau Barriga, Disability Rights

Peter Bouckaert, Emergencies D e a r P re S i d e nt H Oye r’

Zama Coursen-Neff, Children’s Rights

Richard Dicker, International Justice

Bill Frelick, Refugees’ Rights

Arvind Ganesan, Business and Human Rights o H

ioel Gemthat, Womeme Rohts We are writing to share with you our concerns and recent research
Steve Goose, Arms

Diederik Loman, acting, Health and Human Rights regarding the Azerbaijani government’s ongoing repression of

Graeme Reid, Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Rights

independent civil society and its impact on sustainable development.

ADVOCACY DIRECTORS

Maria Laura Canineu, Brazil
Louis Charbonneau, United Nations, New York

e e etons, Gonee The European Investment Bank (EIB) is currently considering several
o, el projects that would benefit Azerbaijan’s extractive industries, including

Lotte Leicht, European Union
Sarah Margon, Washington, DC
David Mepham, United Kingdom

Wenzel Michalski, Germany Azerbaijani government is waging a vicious crackdown on critics and

Elaine Pearson, Australia

financing elements of the Southern Gas Corridor. At the same time, the

dissenting voices. Arrests and imprisonment of activists, human rights

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Hassan lnasry, Co-Char defenders, and journalists, as well as laws and regulations restricting the
e activities of independent groups and their ability to secure independent

Amy Rao, Vice-Chair

Amy Towers, Vice-Chair
Catherine Zennstrém, Vice-Chair Py . .
Michael Fisch, Treasurer and critical journalism.
Bruce Rabb, Secretary

Karen Herskovitz Ackman

funding, have virtually extinguished the space for independent activism

Akwasi Aidoo

Jrge astateca In October, the Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative (EITI), which
Leste chberture the European Investment Bank has endorsed, decided to uphold its

e i demotion of Azerbaijan to candidate status as the government’s

Kimberly Marteau Emerson

Joan R Platt crackdown on civil society falls afoul of its EITI commitments. Azerbaijan
el ot Rubin risks suspension from EITl if the government does not implement the

Ambassador Robin Sanders

Jan Lol Saran chear corrective actions outlined by the EITI board by the next board meeting,
Sidney Sheinberg
Bruce Simpson scheduled for late February 2017. These actions include legal and

Donna Slaight

Siri Stolt-Nielsen . . . .
P regulatory amendments eliminating:
Makoto Takano

Peter Visser

Marte Warburg (@) The need for civil society to obtain a certificate every two years
confirming their registration;

AMSTERDAM - BEIRUT - BERLIN - BRUSSELS - CHICAGO - GENEVA - JOHANNESBURG - KIEV - LONDON - LOS ANGELES - MOSCOW - NAIROBI - NEWYORK -
PARIS - SAN FRANCISCO - SAOPAULO - SILICON VALLEY - STOCKHOLM - SYDNEY - TOKYO - TORONTO - WASHINGTON - ZURICH


http://www.eib.org/infocentre/press/news/all/eib-support-for-the-extractive-industry-transparency-initiative.htm
https://eiti.org/validation/azerbaijan/2016
https://eiti.org/validation/azerbaijan/2016

(b) The need for civil society to register grants with the Ministry of Justice;
(c) The need for foreign donors to register individual grants with the authorities and
obtain an opinion on the purposefulness of the grant.

Human Rights Watch’s October 2016 report Harassed, Imprisoned, Exiled: Azerbaijan’s
Continuing Crackdown on Government Critics, Lawyers, and Civil Society, attached,
documents the government’s concerted efforts to paralyze civil society and punish those
who criticize or challenge the government through prosecutions and legal and regulatory
restrictions. Based on more than 9o in-depth interviews with civil society actors, it details
the arrests and convictions of activists, journalists, and other critics, harassment of their
family members, restrictions placed on civil society organizations, and proceedings

against independent lawyers. With these targeted actions, the Azerbaijani government has
largely eliminated avenues for civil society organizations and others to hold it accountable.

The EIB is committed to respecting human rights, aims to maximize social well-being
through the projects that it finances, and has emphasized the importance of civil society in
development decisions and holding governments to account. The Azerbaijani
government’s repression presents a serious impediment to these principles and thus to
inclusive, sustainable development. The EIB should ensure that its engagement in
Azerbaijan supports human rights, maximizes social well-being, and advances civil society
participation, accountability, and the reversal of the government’s crackdown on
independent civil society.

Human Rights Watch and Bankwatch strongly urge the EIB to:

(@) Abstain from providing additional financing for extractive industries projects,
including for the Trans-Anatolian Natural Gas Pipeline (of which the Azerbaijani
government and the state-owned gas company, SOCAR own 58 percent) and the
Trans Adriatic Pipeline (of which SOCAR owns 20 percent), until the government
has implemented the corrective actions outlined by EITI. It is essential that there be
a framework within which natural resource revenues can actually benefit inclusive
development. In light of the EIB’s endorsement and support of EITl, it is crucial that
the Bank not undermine the initiative by continuing to finance extractives projects
in Azerbaijan at this time. Instead, the bank should finance projects that go directly
toward meeting the urgent social and economic needs of the people of Azerbaijan;
and

(b) Through its diplomatic engagement with the Azerbaijani government and in public
statements, raise concerns about the continued crackdown on independent civil
society, emphasizing how the crackdown undermines civic participation and social
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accountability and the importance of an enabling environment for civil society for
sustainable development.

We would appreciate the opportunity to discuss these matters with you further. We look
forward to your positive response and engagement with us to ensure your efforts and
lending practices enable a safe space for civil society in Azerbaijan.
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Jessica Evans Mark Fodor
Senior Advocate on International Executive Director
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